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Looking back on an academic career in mathematics at the University of L’Aquila (Italy) of over forty years, Eraldo Giuli
turned seventy on March 12, 2010. While instrumental in building a strong department at this university he became one
of the best-known categorical topologists, and his work reaches far beyond his “home territory” of general topology. In
fact, his research articles demonstrate a broad mathematical interest and feature an extensive network of international
collaboration. He is most strongly recognized for his seminal work on categorical closure operators with Dikran Dikranjan,
and on completions, pursued in part with Horst Herrlich and Guillaume Brümmer. With his departmental colleague Anna
Tozzi he organized major international conferences and workshops at L’Aquila and has been a welcoming and generous host
to a steady stream of visitors from abroad.
Throughout his university career Eraldo Giuli has maintained a strong interest in, and liaison with, the high schools of
the region, showing true dedication to the importance of teaching beyond the realm of university-level education. At the
university he has been the supervisor of three PhD theses and more than forty tesi di laurea.
In March of 2010 a conference was held in his honour at the University of the Azores (www.mat.uc.pt/∼catop).
We thank the University and the local organizers, led by Margarida Dias, for planning and hosting such a memorable event
in honour of our cherished colleague.
This special volume constitutes the proceedings of the conference and pays tribute to Eraldo Giuli’s mathematical work.
We are grateful to the Editor of Topology and its Applications, Jerry Vaughan, for dedicating a special volume to this occasion.
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